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Church Notices 
Superintendent Minister:  

Rev Dr Bonni-Belle Pickard (07590 564477) 

Today, Sunday 29th December 

10.30 am Our worship is an Own Arrangements service led by 
members of Union Street and Bearsted churches. 

Next Sunday 5th January, 2020 
10.30 am  Our Covenant service will be led by Rev Dr Bonni-
Belle Pickard As it is a First Sunday, we will follow the service with 
a Soup Lunch to which all are invited. After the lunch, we will 
begin to think through and plan our 200th anniversary 
celebrations for 2023.  We have already collected many photos, 
and our timelines of notable dates are filling up; how will we use all 
this?  Your ideas are welcome; please join us on the 5th! 

Welcome 
A very warm welcome to everyone worshipping with 
us today, and especially to those who are visitors, 
including members of Bearsted Methodist Church.  
We hope you will stay and join us at the back of the 
church for tea and coffee and a chat. 

This morning’s hymns are Singing the Faith: 20, 175, 228, 
169 and 224 

Our scripture readings this morning are:  
Isaiah 60, 1 - 6        
Matthew 2, 1 - 12 
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Notices for this week 
5th Jan Our service will be followed by a soup and bread lunch  
  and a Union Street 200 session, looking at how we   
  prepare for our 200th anniversary. 

Looking Ahead 

6th Jan Stewards’ Meeting 2pm 

6th Jan Communications Group Meeting 3 pm 

8th Jan Circuit Stewards meeting @ Union Street 7 pm 

8th Jan Centrepoint Board Games Evening 7.45 pm 

14th Jan Holiday Club organisational meeting 11 am. (See back  
  page for details) 

16th Jan Circuit Walk from Knole Park (TN15 0RP)  10.15 am 

16th Jan Circuit Meeting at Bearsted 7.30 pm 

Please also see the dates for the Marriage and Relationships 
consultation on the back page  of these notices. 

Let us remember especially in our prayers:  

Any friends in the congregation experiencing bereavement, 
along with any of our members and friends who are suffering 
from health problems, and those in hospital or awaiting 
treatment.  We continue to pray also for any friends in residential 
homes.  

The Maidstone Passion Play will be taking place on 29th March 
at Lockmeadow with actors and stage hands from all across the 
Maidstone churches.  Most of the acting roles have been 
assigned, but older men to play the (mostly non-speaking) parts 
of Priests are still needed.  Anyone interested should attend the 
first rehearsal which is this Saturday, 4th Jan, in the Upper Hall 
(USMC).  For more details, contact Kellie Edney at 
admin@waypointmaidstone.org.uk  
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Regular Events 
Tuesdays  11.15 - 11.45 am Prayer Group followed at 
   12.00 - 1.00 pm by Frontline lunch meeting to  
   share experiences and to chat. Thought for the  
   Day at 12.15.  Bring your own lunch.  Tea and  
   coffee are provided. Please note there will be  
   no sessions on 24th and 31st December. 

Wednesdays   Wednesday Club: a lunch club for the elderly  
   and housebound, organised by members of  
   Union Street and the United Reformed Church.  
   Please ask a steward if you would like to   
   nominate someone to be added to the waiting  
   list.    

   Youth Drop In in the Church Centre. 3.30   
   onwards. 

   Find us on Facebook at ydimaidstone or on  
   www.youthdropinmaidstone.co.uk 

   Centrepoint social group on second and fourth  
   Wednesdays at 7.45 pm in the Church Centre. 

Thursdays 10 am - Noon Thursday Market in the Church.  
   Refreshments available  Please note the market 
   is now closed until 6th February 2020. 

Fridays  10 am - 12 noon  Craft Group in the Gordon  
   Higgins Room.  All are welcome. 

First Saturday of each month: Messy Breakfast 8.30 - 10.00 
am.  Please note: there will be no Messy Breakfast in January.  

Tuesday evenings (fortnightly) House Group - please contact 
Richard Vincent if you are interested in joining. 

Third Wednesday of each month (as a rule):  Open Circle.  A 
sociable afternoon meeting, open to all, following the Wednesday 
lunch club.  1.30 onwards. 

Third Thursday of each month:  Circuit Walk.  See Lesley Hitch 
or Vision for details. 
___________________________________________________ 

Church Council Meeting 
Please note that the date of the next Church Council has been 
rearranged from 7th January to 28th January.  
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Connexional Marriage and Relationships Report 
Our circuit consultation on the report will take place in the New 
Year.  The general introductory session will be followed by a five 
week exploration of the report.  All are welcome to attend all or 
any of the sessions as follows: 
 
Wed 22nd Jan  7.30 pm General introduction to the  
     report:  Spital Street       
Sun 2nd Feb 1 pm  Union Street 

Sun 9th Feb  3 pm  Burham 

Sun 16th Feb  3 pm  Bearsted 

Sun 23rd Feb   3 pm         Larkfield 

Sun 1st Mar  3 pm  St Luke’s, Rochester 

Sat 29th Feb  10 am  General consultation on the report: 
          - 4pm Third Ave, Gillingham.   

Please note that the Sunday afternoon sessions are not ‘one-
offs’ but a series that goes through one section of the report 
each time. Those attending the Sunday afternoon sessions are 
not required to attend each one, but you should not assume that 
the group will be discussing all parts of the report at each 
session.  

 

We are considering running a Holiday Club this summer for 
children aged 5 -11 on the theme of caring for the earth.  The 
title of the Holiday Club is ‘Waste Watchers’, and it promises to 
be a great way for our congregation and our young people from 
the Drop-In to interact with children in the community.  We will 
need folks to volunteer to help with a wide variety of roles, some 
which deal with children, others with food, crafts, drama, 
registration, puppets, publicity, etc.  There will be an 
organisational meeting on Tuesday, 14th Jan, at 11 am in Bonni-
Belle’s office.  All are welcome to attend. 

Please send items for next week’s notices to 
notices@usmc.org.uk by  

6 pm on Thursday 2nd January 


